
 

Fire, Storms, Volcanoes, Floods, Tsunamis, Death, Plagues, 
Plane crashes, Sinking ships, Car crashes, War, Murder, 
Earthquakes, Disease, Tornadoes, Hurricanes, Torture, Human 
trafficking, Embezzlement, Corruption, Rape, Kidnapping, 
Injury, Terrorism, Injustice, Domestic Violence, Car crashes… 

Why do bad things happen? 
 
We see bad things at work, home, on the street, among politicians, celebrities, 
business people and religious leaders. We know people who struggle with the 
pain of disease and injury for years. Natural disasters cause death, horrific 
injuries and homelessness.  
     Over the centuries, millions of soldiers and civilians died in war. In Russia, 
China, Germany, Uganda, Cambodia, Cuba and North Korea, Iran and other 

countries, dictators intentionally murdered thousands of their own citizens – some still do.  
     While slavery ended years ago, even in the US, thousands are today enslaved through human trafficking and drug 
addiction. Terrorism restricts freedom and joy; many fear evil attackers who use pipe-bombs, machetes, guns, knives, 
even cars and other means to kill. 
 
The question  Each time disaster strikes, some ask: “How can God let this happen? If God is good and all-powerful, 
why allow such events?”  
    God can even use evil for good. For example, would you ever see courage if there wasn’t danger? Or 
heroism without desperate situations? See compassion unless there were people suffering? Recognize 
justice unless we witnessed injustice? Applaud sacrifice unless there was a need?  
    When disaster hits, suffering produces an opportunity for us to help others (even if it’s just to pray for 
them or speak to others in empathy). It helps us appreciate all that is right and well. It lets us see human 
courage, heroism, compassion, and teaches us to lean on God.  
    
1. Death and chaos exist, but not because of God. He designed a perfect world for us, with eternal life, satisfying 
work, loving relationships – and free will. Chaos began, and continues, when humans use free will to rebel against His 
loving commands. God freely offers wise guidance to help us avoid pain, such as “make no idols” (Exodus 20).  
    An idol is what we direct emotion, time and resources toward, trusting that it will bring us happiness – like a sports 
team, hobby or personal relationship. For example, a guy may idolize cars and partying, then die in a car accident. It was 
a bad choice.  
    If followed, God’s commands can protect us. Sadly, many ignore (even choose to not read and know), his guidance, 
but then blame him for any consequences of their disobedience.  
   God isn’t surprised by disaster or evil, but it grieves Him when people do things that hurt themselves or others. “God’s 
soul was grieved for the misery of Israel.” (Judges 10:16) 
     God loves all - even died for all - but He doesn’t force his wisdom on anyone. He gives us choice, so we shouldn’t 
blame him for the consequences of people’s sin.  
    An ‘unexpected’ death can help us to ask if we’re personally prepared for it. (See #6 for more on that.) 
    
2. God is with us through disasters even if we don’t know why they are allowed:  
“My thoughts and ways are not like yours, declares the Lord.” (Isaiah 55:8-9). 
 He doesn’t want chaos, and is ready to comfort us, if we turn to Him: 
 “Praise be to God… who comforts us in all our troubles...” (2 Corinthians 1:3). 
    Think of an ant hill. Busy ants build up their hill in rain, to protect the nest. Humans may build a 
curb that inadvertently also protects that ant hill, but ants don’t know it. In a similar way, God does 
many good things (but intentionally) for us that we don’t see, and can’t know.  



   Now, imagine that colony of ants becomes aware of a human – say, when a person walks on their ant hill. Even so, the 
ants can’t possibly know that person can also transmit art, messages and music through a cellphone -- impossible for 
ants to grasp this. That’s like us and God: our minds can’t fully imagine what He can do. We’re “made in His image” but 
we’re not God.  

3. Tragedies aren’t always from specific behavior of nations or individuals. Evil happens because we live in an evil
world, as Apostle Paul wrote: “the world has been groaning…in pain …up to the present time.” (Romans 8:22)

4. A disaster reminds us: not everyone was killed in it (God is merciful). Death comes to everyone at some time.
God doesn’t protect everyone from disaster, but made a way for everyone to receive a perfect, eternal life -- far more
valuable than just a few more years on earth. He gives us time to choose life. (This leads to #6 again!)

5. Suffering reminds us to turn to and trust God. Ask: “God, what’s your purpose in this?” and wait for his response
and to learn from it. Pain gets our attention and reminds us turn to Him for comfort. If we’re stubborn, He may allow more
pain into our life until we choose to turn to Him. And pray: “Help me bear this until you accomplish your purpose.” He
may allow it to make you an example of His grace and power or to build your character. That’s why the Psalmist wrote, “I
turn to the Lord in my distress and He answers me.” (Psalm 120:1).

6. Tragedy can remind us that we’re not in our real home yet. When things are bad, we know that things should be
better. This is because God placed in each of us a desire for His perfection: “God placed eternity in our hearts.”
(Ecclesiastes 3:11). Sin, death and destruction feel wrong to us; we instinctively want God’s original perfection.

When things go bad, we can visualize good –what “should be!” God promises a far better home for us, for all eternity: 
“These present sufferings cannot compare with the glory that will be...” (Romans 8:18).  

If we admit that we rebel against commands and thus sin, and if we accept the gift that Jesus paid for all our sins to give 
us eternal life with Him, then disasters remind us that this is a temporary world.  

We’re designed to be citizens of a better future world. If we choose Jesus now, then in the future, “every tear will be 
wiped away, and all pain removed.” (Isaiah 25:1, 8) This doesn’t eliminate pain, but helps to put pain into perspective; 
someday we won’t experience it ever again.  

Revelation in the New Testament describes the perfect Earth God plans as the future home for those who decided to 
love and follow Him. Our new home won’t be in the clouds; it will be a new, beautiful Earth, with no pain or death.  

God seems to wait rather than stop evil, but this is because He’s withholding judgment – giving millions of unbelievers 
time to repent and accept His grace and eternal life. 

7. Evil teaches us perseverance, which builds character and prevents pride (the worst attitude because it says “I’m
OK, capable by myself and know better than God what to do”). We can remind our self that it will end, restrain from
revenge, and be compassionate toward enemies by praying for them.

8. Good can come from bad. God can create good from bad: “…you meant evil against me, but God used it for good,
so that many should be kept alive” (Genesis 50:20). By way of example, think how God uses the DUI death of someone
to teach others to drive more wisely, so that many lives may be protected.

9. God felt evil, pain and death. God came to this world as a baby, as Jesus, so that people wouldn’t fear him. He was
homeless, ridiculed, abandoned by friends, arrested, and painfully executed – when he’d done no wrong. Rather, he’d
healed and fed people, gave hope and wisdom, and offers eternal life by dying to pay for their sins. He loves you.
Source: The Holy Bible 


